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Draft corridor for VNI West narrows area of interest

Transmission Company Victoria (TCV) has, today, released the draft corridor for the Victorian component of
the VNI West transmission line project.

TCV has narrowed the area of interest for the proposed transmission line to width of about 2km. The area
under consideration was previously up to 50km wide. The narrowing reflects input and feedback from
landholders, community members, Traditional Owners along with technical assessments.

Landholders will be able to see where their property is in relation to the draft corridor by entering their
property details into a new interactive map available on the TCV website.

VNI West is expected to harness 3.4 gigawatts of renewable energy generation in Victoria, enough to power
approximately 2.3 million homes and help bridge the reliability gap caused by the rapid retirement of coal-
fired generation.

TCV is responsible for developing the Victorian section of VNI West, and since May 2023 we have refined the
broad area of interest, which was up to 50 km wide to the approximately 2km draft corridor we are releasing
today.

Going forward, TCV will work closely with landholders, communities and Traditional Owners to further narrow
the draft corridor and find the best location for the 70m — 120m easement.

VNI West Project Director, Sam Magee, said: “In August 2023, we committed to contacting all landholders
located within the draft corridor before publishing it.

“We have sent letters and information packs to all landholders in the draft corridor and in addition we have
contacted approximately 40% of these people.

“Our conversations with landholders have been largely respectful and constructive, with many landholders
sharing important information about their properties and farming practices that will help us further refine the
route.

“Not all the properties that are currently in the draft corridor will be in the final route for VNI West and
understanding how landholders are using their land and any important features will enable us to find the best
location for the final easement, with the least impact,” he said.

The published report shows that the draft corridor, which runs from the Murray River through to Bulgana, is
more than 6kms away from major towns, including Charlton, Boort and Kerang. It also details how sensitive
agricultural, environmental and cultural areas have influenced the work to refine the route.

An interactive map featuring the area of interest for VNI West was visited more than 4,000 times between late
May and August 2023 and contributed to the draft corridor. Hundreds of people posted more than 2,300
comments on the map, identifying important features, including landmarks, cultural sites and sensitive
habitats.

Almost 400 people attended TCV community meetings in July and TCV has regular workshops and meetings
with Traditional Owners, local councils and important stakeholders across the project area.

“To help inform the community about the draft corridor report and next steps, we're holding another round of
community meetings over the next fortnight,” Mr Magee said.

“These community meetings will provide an opportunity for landholders and community members to have
face-to-face discussions with the project team and find out more about how we will continue to refine the
route.
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https://www.transmissionvictoria.com.au/-/media/fece13fa5219454b84fd0a7dbc21062a.ashx?la=en
https://vniwest.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/vniwest#/
https://www.transmissionvictoria.com.au/-/media/16bf3d579a8944f084eb37bd800a13a0.ashx?la=en
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“The corridor will be narrowed considerably through ongoing consultation over the next two years, from an
average width of about 2km to an easement of 70m — 120 m.

“We recognise that VNI West has created uncertainty in communities and has been stressful for many
people. We'd like to thank all those involved who continue to provide information to reduce the impact of this
new transmission line,” he said.

Details of the upcoming community meetings are below, or you can find them on the TCV website
(transmissionvictoria.com.au). If you would like to join our Project Update mailing list, please email your details
to enquiries@transmissionvictoria.com.au.

Ends...
For more information: AEMO Media | M 0409 382 121 | E media@aemo.com.au

October Information Sessions

Our community events will provide an opportunity to ask questions about the draft corridor and next steps to
narrow the route. Each event will include a presentation and panel Q&A from 5:00pm - 6:30pm followed by
a drop-in information session where you can ask questions one-on-one with project team members

from 6:30pm - 7:30pm.

Location Address
Tuesday 10 4:30 - Charlton Charlton Park | Calder Hwy,
October 2023 7:30pm Complex Charlton VIC 3525
Wednesday 11 4:30 - St Arnaud Stewart and 40 Napier Street, St Arnaud 3478
October 2023 7:30pm McDonald
Hall
Thursday 12 4:30 - Boort Boort Godfrey St, Boort VIC 3537
October 2023 7:30pm Memorial Hall
Monday 16 4:30 - Stawell Stawell 59-69 Main Street, Stawell 3380
October 2023 7:30pm Entertainment
Centre
Tuesday 17 4:30 - Kerang Kerang Nolan St, Kerang VIC 3579
October 2023 7:30pm Memorial Hall
Thursday 19 4:00pm- Online N/A N/A
October 5:30pm Please
register
via
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About TCV
Transmission Company Victoria (TCV) is a new company created by AEMO to progress the VNI West
transmission project.
TCV is currently in the process of applying for a transmission licence in Victoria.
A transmission licence enables the holder to transmit electricity and operate the transmission infrastructure, and
will also support the land access, planning and environment approvals work-
TCV will discuss the VNI West transmission project with landholders, Traditional Owners and the community to
understand local concerns and ensure that commitments made in the early stages are captured and honoured
across the life of the project.
TCV will provide project updates and will work with the community on this important transmission line. For more
information, head to www.transmissionvictoria.com.au.
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